WILDERNESS LEGISLATION IN 119™ CONGRESS (Jan 4, 2025 through present)
Compiled by Wilderness Watch
Last revised October 30, 2025

Bolded Titles or bolded Comments indicate bad bills or provisions.

“Clean” means bill is free of ani siecial irovisions or manaiement exceitions that weaken Wilderness protection.

Yellow highlights indicate passed by one chamber of Congress.

Bill No./Sponsor  Title (not exact) Latest Action Comments

HOUSE

H.R. 130 Removes Wolves from Introduced to House and referred | Directs Secretary of Interior to reissue the rule removing wolves

Rep. Boebert Endangered Species Act | to House Natural Resources (NR) | (outside of Northern Rockies) from Endangered Species Act

(R-CO-04) Protection (“Trust the Committee 3 Jan 2025. protection. Prohibits judicial review of rule reinstatement.

0 cosponsors Science” Act)

H.R. 168 Target Operations to Introduced to House and referred | Creates legislative categorical exclusions (avoiding environmental

Rep. LaMalfa Remove Catastrophic to Agriculture (Ag) and NR review under the National Environmental Policy Act), including

(R-CA-1) Hazards (or “TORCH”) | Committees 3 Jan 2025. for “hazard tree activities” up to 3,000 acres and extends other

Act Healthy Forest Restoration Act categorical exclusions up to 10,000

acres. While the bill is specific these CEs do not apply to
Wilderness, the bill also promotes increased grazing for
"wildfire risk reduction activities” despite scientific support
that grazing leads to more flammable invasive grasses. This bill
may increase impacts of grazing on national forests, including
where grazing is permitted in Wilderness.

H.R. 179 Proven Forest Introduced 3 Jan 2025 and Allows “forest management activity” (including logging) up to

Rep. McClintock | Management Act of referred to Ag and NR 10,000 acres on national forests, potentially including

(R-CA-5) 2025 Committees. Ag Committee Wilderness with no publicly accountable review under the

referred to Subcommittee on
Forestry and Horticulture 4 April
2025. Committee on Natural
Resources considered and marked
up bill; ordered to report bill
favorably in the nature of a
substitute, Yays-Nays: 24-15 on
23 July 2025.

National Environmental Policy Act.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/130?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR130%22%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/168/all-actions?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR168%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/179/text

H.R. 281

Rep. Hagerman
(R-WY-at large)
4 cosponsors

Grizzly Bear State
Management Act of
2025

Introduced to House and referred
to House NR Committee 9 Jan
2025. Committee consideration
and mark-up held 15 July 2025.
Ordered to be reported in the
nature of substitute by Yeas and
Nays: 20-19. Reported as
amended by the Committee on
Natural Resource, H.Rep. 119-
328, and placed on the House
legislative calendar 3 Oct 2025.

Directs the Secretary of Interior to reissue the 2017 rule (82 Fed.
Reg. 30502) removing the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem
Population of grizzly bears from the Endangered Species Act
protection. Prohibits judicial review of rule reinstatement.
Companion bill is S. 316.

H.R. 471 Fix Our Forests Act Introduced to House and referred | Directs Secretary of Agriculture to utilize livestock grazing to
Rep. Westerman to House NR Committee and Ag reduce wildfire risk, a strategy not supported by science. This
(R-AR-04) Committee 16 Jan 2025. House direction includes allowing permittees to use vacant grazing
56 cosponsors Rules Committee passed allotments during drought, wildfire, or other “natural disasters” that
resolution fast-tracking this bill disrupt grazing where permitted. The bill increases temporary
for consideration of House with permits and increase grazing after fire for “restoration,” which is
one hour of debate 21 Jan 2025. also not supported by science. This bill would increase the
Passed house by recorded vote impacts of grazing on all federal lands, including Wilderness
213-204. Received in Senate 28 and reduce the public’s tools to challenge unlawful activity.
Jan 2025. Committee on
Agriculture, Subcommittee on Companion bill is S. 1462.
Conservation, Forestry, Natural
Resources, and Biotechnology
held hearing on 6 Mar 2025.
H.R. 588 Boundary Waters Introduced to House and referred | Withdraws federal lands and minerals in 225,504 acres of Rainy
Rep. McCollum | Wilderness Protection to House NR Committee 21 Jan River watershed in the Superior National Forest (Minnesota) from
(D-MN-4) and Pollution Prevention | 2025. mineral exploration and development, to protect Boundary Waters

30 cosponsors

Act

Canoe Area Wilderness and Voyageurs National Park from mining
pollution.
Companion bill S.1366.

H.R. 774

Rep. Hageman
(R-WY)

0 cosponsors

Protecting Agricultural
Spaces Through
Effective Ranching
Strategies (or
"PASTURES") Act

Introduced to the House and
referred onto the Natural
Resources and the Ag Committees
28 Jan 2025.

Prohibiting the Secretary of Ag or Interior from imposing a penalty
for cattle trespassing and grazing on public lands where grazing is
newly prohibited and where private property borders public lands.
If the government wants to keep private-property cattle off of
public lands, this bill would put fence construction costs on the
taxpayer.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/281?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR281%22%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/471?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR471%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/588?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR588%22%7D&s=10&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/774?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR774%22%7D&s=8&r=1

The Wilderness Act generally prohibits fences in Wilderness, so
the impact of this bill for Wilderness is that it would allow grazing
trespass without penalizing the responsible party.

H.R. 845
Rep. Boebert
(R-CO-04)

37 cosponsors

To delist wolves (titled
“Pet and Livestock
Protection Act of 2025”)
This is a second version
of HR 130, but with a
different title.

Introduced to House and referred
to House NR Committee 31 Jan
2025. The House NR Commiittee,
Subcommittee Water Wildlife,
and Fisheries held a hearing on
this bill 25 Mar 2025. Ordered to
be reported in the nature of a
substitute on 9 Apr 2025.
Reported favorably by Committee
on Natural Resources, H. Rep.
119-332 and placed on House
calendar 3 Oct 2025.

Directs Secretary of Interior to reissue the rule removing wolves
(outside of Northern Rockies) from Endangered Species Act
protection. Prohibits judicial review of rule reinstatement. The
only differences between this bill and HR 130 is that this bill has a
different title and 31 original cosponsors.

H.R. 978
Rep. Stauber
(R-MN-8)

11 cosponsors

To rescind Public Land
Order 7919 and to
reinstate mineral leases
and permits on Superior
National Forest

Introduced to House and referred
to House NR Committee 5 Feb
2025.

A reintroduction of a bill from the 118t Congress, which would
rescind Public Land Order 7917 in order to allow copper-
nickel sulfide mining in the watershed of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness in MN. This bill would give companies
mineral leases for at least 20 years and prohibit judicial review
of the leases and mining permits reissued.

H.R. 1110
Rep. LaMalfa
(R-CA-01)

8 cosponsors

To require the Secretary
of Agriculture to
develop and implement
a strategy to increase
opportunities to utilize
livestock grazing to
reduce wildfires

Introduced to House and referred
to House NR Committee and
House Ag Committee 7 Feb 2025.
NR Committee, considered,
marked up, and ordered to be
reported favorably by unanimous
consent on 12 Feb 2025 before the
text of the bill was published on
Congress.gov for the public. Ag
Committee referred bill to
Subcommittee on Forestry and
Horticulture and Subcommittee on
Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry 7
Mar 2025.

The original text of the bill is the same as what appears in the Fix
Our Forests Act, but during mark-up, bill’s author offered a
substantially broader version of the bill also includes utilizing
grazing to eradicate invasive annual grasses (which grazing often
introduces and a strategy not supported by science) and using
electric fencing, allowing variances in grazing permits. This bill
would increase the adverse impacts of grazing on all federal
lands, including Wilderness.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/845?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR845%22%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/978?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR978%22%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1110?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1110%22%7D&s=3&r=1

H.R.1192 To ensure that Big Introduced into the House and Prohibits the designation of Big Cypress National Preserve as
Rep. Scott Cypress not be referred to the Committee on Wilderness.

(R-FL-18) designated as Natural Resources 11 Feb 2025. Companion bill is S. 446.

18 cosponsors Wilderness.

H.R. 1472 Wyoming Public Lands | Introduced to the House and Designates five Wildernesses (ranging in size from

Rep. Hageman Initiative (substantively referred to the Committee on approximately 1,000 to 6,000 acres), totaling a little over 20,000
(R-WY) almost identical to Natural Resources 21 Feb 2025. acres. Almost all proposed designations carve out roads from

0 cosponsors

HR4332 of the 118
Congress).

Wilderness boundaries, including cherry stems into Wilderness
or roads bisecting Wilderness areas. Allows activities such as
potential logging up to proposed wilderness boundaries.
Companion bill is S. 681.

H.R. 1612
Rep. Hill
(R-AR-2)

0 cosponsors

To designate the Flatside-
Bethune Wilderness and
for other purposes

Introduced to the House and
referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources 26 Feb 2025.
Chair of NR moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill; House
debated bill for 40 minutes and
passed the bill 13 May 2025. Bill
received in Senate, read twice, and
referred to Energy and Natural
Resources Committee 14 May
2025. Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry ordered to
be reported without amendment
favorably 21 Oct 2025. Reported
by Sen. Boozman without
amendment and without written
report, and placed on Senate
legislative calendar 27 Oct 2025.

Adds 2,212 acres to the Flatside Wilderness, naming the addition
the Flatside-Bethune Wilderness. Clean Wilderness bill.

H.R. 1728
Rep. Neguse
(D-CO-2)
3 cosponsors

Colorado Outdoor
Recreation and
Economy (CORE) Act

Introduced into the House and
referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources 27 Feb 2025.

Proposes to designate over 71,000 acres of new Wildernesses or
Wilderness additions between the White River National Forest and
the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests.
One 8,036 Wilderness designation is delayed as potential
Wilderness because currently there are two vacant grazing
allotments. If the allotments are vacant when Wilderness is
designated, the Wilderness Act prohibits grazing. This bill
designates this 8,036-acre area as potential Wilderness for a



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1192?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1192%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1472?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1472%22%7D&s=9&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1612?s=7&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1612%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1728?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1728%22%7D&s=5&r=1

period before the Wilderness designation, giving the US Forest
Service an opportunity to intentionally reintroduce grazing; if
grazing exists upon Wilderness designation it becomes a
grandfathered activity. Also, a limited-time allowance of
motorized equip/transport in potential Wilderness while setting
up grazing. Allows low level military overflights for all new
Wilderness acreage, and has no-buffer-zone language. Makes
exceptions for unnamed potentially incompatible local
government activities in Wilderness for fire and flood events.

Releases remainder of Dominguez Canyon and McKenna Peak
WSASs. Also removes 15.5 acres of potential wilderness in
Rocky Mtn Natl Park for the Trail River Ranch within the
Park.

Companion bill is S. 764.

H.R. 1729
Rep. Neguse
(D-CO-2)
0 cosponsors

To amend the John D.
Dingell, Jr.
Conservation,
Management, and
Recreation Act to allow
for additional entities to
be eligible to complete
the maintenance work on
Bolts Ditch and the Bolts
Ditch Headgate within the

Introduced into the House and
referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources 27 Feb 2025.
NR Committee ordered for bill to
be reported by unanimous consent
25 June 2025. Placed on Union
Calendar 10 July 2025. House
debated bill for 40 minutes,
suspended rules, and passed by
voice vote on 14 July 2025.

Authorizes additional entities to complete maintenance on
Bolts Ditch and Headgate in Holy Cross Wilderness.
Companion bill is S. 365.

Holy Cross Wilderness, Received in Senate, read twice,
Colorado. and referred to ENR 15 July 2025.
H.R. 1820 Federal Lands Introduced into the House and Amends the Wilderness Act to allow constructing and
Rep. Ciscomani | Amplified Security for referred to the Committee on maintaining roads and other structures in Wilderness; would
(R-AZ-6) the Homeland (FLASH) | Natural Resources, and also to allow tactical structure and technology; and would allow
22 cosponsors Act Committees on Agriculture, motorized equipment, motor vehicles, and motorboats to access

Budget, and Homeland Security 4
Mar 2025. Committee on
Homeland Security referred to
Subcommittee on Border Security
and Enforcement 4 Mar 2025.
Committee on NR referred to the

the structures, installations, and roads the bill permits in
Wilderness. Along the southern border, bill would additionally
allow logging along installed roads in Wilderness. Would allow
states to place ""movable, temporary' structures in Wilderness
without authorization, and creates low hurdles for the federal
government to easily authorize the continued existence of these



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1729?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1729%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1820?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR1820%22%7D&s=1&r=1

Subcommittee on Federal Lands,
who held hearings on 11 Mar
2025.

structures into the future. While the bill focuses on the southern
border, this is no geographic limit to the provision amending the
Wilderness Act, which creates a categorical exemption for
Customs and Border Patrol to conduct such activities anywhere in
the entire National Wilderness Preservation System.

Substantial provisional overlap (including the Wilderness Act
amendment provision) with S. 2967.

H.R. 2238
Rep Vasquez
(D-NM-2)
2 cosponsors

To allow holders of
certain grazing permits
to make minor range
improvements and to
require Secretaries of
Ag and Interior respond
to requests for range
improvements within 30
days

Introduced to the House and
referred to Committee on NR and
Committee on Ag 18 Mar 2025.
Referred to Subcommittee on
Forestry and Horticulture and
Subcommittee on Livestock,
Dairy, and Poultry 18 Apr 2025.

Reintroduction of H.R. 6441 from last Congress. Would allow
ranchers to propose minor range improvements (not defined). If
BLM does not respond within 30 days, proposals are automatically
approved. Minor range improvements approved without BLM
input could violate the Wilderness Act and Congressional
Grazing Guidelines, among other environmental laws. Also,
many BLM range offices go on fire detail and cannot respond
within 30 days at certain times of the year, so this absence could be
exploited to get range improvements approved that otherwise
might not have been approved.

H.R. 2317
Rep. Amodei
(R-NV-2)
0 cosponsors

Northern Nevada
Economic Development
and Conservation Act of
2025

Introduced into the House and
referred to the Committee on NR
and Committee on Ag 25 Mar
2025.

Sells off public land, including mining rights. Transfers other
public land to State of Nevada and to be held in Trust for Tribe.
Designates 148,464 acres of Wilderness, but allows for following
nonconforming activities: military overflights; low-level
overflights and use of existing airstrips within five miles of the
Wilderness boundary (Wilderness would be about 19 square
miles); wildlife guzzlers; and continued aircraft use and bad
wildlife practices from House Report 101-405, Appx B
(including helicoptering into Wilderness to capture and move
wildlife),

The bill also eliminates any potential water right for
Wilderness purpose and allows for “temporary
telecommunications device” for up to seven years in proposed
Selenite Peak Wilderness.

H.R. 2420
Rep. Dean
(D-PA-4)

12 cosponsors

Northern Rockies
Ecosystem Protection Act

Introduced and referred to House
Committee on Natural Resources
on 27 Mar 2025.

Reintroduction of NREPA from 117% Congress. Designates 20.6
million acres of Wilderness in ID, MT, OR, WA, and WY.
Designates 1,810 miles of wild and scenic rivers, 1.022 million
acres of wildland recovery areas, and 3.5 million acres of
biological connecting corridors. Clean Wilderness bill.
Companion bill S. 1198.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2238?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR2238%22%7D&s=10&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2317/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2420?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR2420%22%7D&s=8&r=1

H.R. 2467 America’s Red Rocks Introduced and referred to the Reintroduction from 118% Congress. Would designate

Rep. Stansbury Wilderness Bill House Committee on Natural approximately 8 million acres of Wilderness in Utah.

(D-NM-1) Resources 27 Mar 2025. Companion bill is S. 1193.

57 Cosponsors

H.R. 2709 Save Our Sequoias Act | Introduced in the House and Among other things, the bill directly amends the 1964

Rep. Fong referred to the Committee on Wilderness Act to allow any activities related to reforestation
(D-CA-20) Natural Resources and the (logging, planting, “vegetation competition control”) in

29 cosponsors

Committee on Agriculture 8 Apr
2025. Referred to the
Subcommittee on Forestry and
Horticulture 18 Apr 2025.

designated Wildernesses “to reestablish giant sequoias
following a wildfire.”

H.R. 2727 Pecos Watershed Introduced and referred to the Reintroduction from 118% Congress. Establishes the 11,599-acre
Rep. Leger Protection Act House Committee on Natural Thompson Peak Wilderness on Forest Service-administered land.
Fernandez Resources 8 Apr 2025. Has buffer zone language, but otherwise clean bill.

(D-NM-3) Companion bill is S. 1319.

2 cosponsors

H.R. 2903 M.H. Dutch Salmon Introduced and referred to Allows “native fish habitat restoration projects” that include the
Rep. Vasquez Greater Gila Wild and Committee on Natural Resources | construction and installation of fish barriers in Wilderness.
(D-NM-2) Scenic River Act 10 Apr 2025. (While the bill says the construction must be “consistent with the

2 cosponsors

Wilderness Act,” the very activity of constructing barriers is not
consistent with the Wilderness Act, and the result of this
conflicting language would instead permit a nonconforming
activity/installation into Wildernesses where the bill designates
Wild and Scenic Rivers in New Mexico.)

H.R. 2944 To amend the Dingell Introduced and referred to the Reintroduction of a bill from the 118™ Congress proposing to
Rep. Leger Conservation Act and House Committee on Natural designate 12,295 acres as the Cerro de la Olla Wilderness. Would
Fernandez Establish the Cerro de Resources 17 Apr 2025. allow nonconforming structures for purported wildlife
(D-NM-3) la Olla Wilderness, purposes, including guzzlers.

1 cosponsor among other things Companion bill is S. 1497.

H.R. 3067 A bill to repeal the Arctic | Introduced to House and referred | Reintroduction from the 118 Congress. Repeals the provision
Rep. Huffman National Wildlife Refute | to the House Committee on from the 2017 Tax Bill requiring oil and gas leasing in the 1.56
(D-CA-2) oil and gas program and Natural Resources 29 Apr 2025. million-acre coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,

91 cosponsors

to preserve the Arctic
Coastal Plan and Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge
as Wilderness

and would designate that coastal plain as Wilderness. Clean
Wilderness bill.
Companion bill is S. 1519.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2467?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr2467%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2709/text?s=3&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR2709%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2727/text?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR2727%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2903
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2944?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR2944%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3067?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR3067%22%7D&s=4&r=1

H.R. 3369
Rep. Randall
(D-WA-6)
0 cosponsors

To designate and expand
wilderness areas in
Olympic National Forest
in Washington (State) and
to designate rivers in
Olympic NF and Olympic
NP as wild and scenic
rivers.

Introduced to House and referred
to the House Committee on
Natural Resources 13 May 2025.

Designates approximately 126,554 acres of Wilderness. Creates
additional 5,346 acres of potential wilderness which will become
Wilderness when nonconforming uses cease. Buffer zone
language.

Companion bill is S. 1737.

H.R. 3421
Rep. Hurd
(R-CO-3)

1 cosponsor

Gunnison Outdoor
Resources Protection Act

Introduced to the House and
referred to the House Committee
on Natural Resources May 15,
2025

This bill designates special management areas, wildlife
conservation areas, and recreation areas in addition to designating
Wilderness. Adds new Wilderness or expands existing Wilderness
to about 122,900 acres in Colorado. The bill has a fire provision
that is similar to—but not the same as—what already exists in the
Wilderness Act, but the language probably does not expand the
Wilderness Act’s existing provision. Allows Secretary to
continue issuing and transferring special recreation permits of
motorized boats within the Gunnison Gorge Wilderness Area if
the use was established before the designation of the Gunnison
Gorge Wilderness. Releases WSAs and adds Wilderness to the
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993, which has buffer zone
language that would apply.

Companion bill is S. 1791.

H.R. 3433
Rep. Donalds
(R-FL-19)
0 cosponsors

“Wilderness Inclusion
for Limited-use Drones
Act of 2025”, which
sponsor his shortened to
“WILD”

Introduced to House and referred
to the Committee on Natural
Resources 15 May 2025.

Amends the Wilderness Act by allowing federal, state, local, or
Tribal agencies to operate drones in Wilderness, potential
wilderness, or wilderness study areas.

H.R. 3898
Rep. Collins
(R-GA-10)
8 cosposors

Promoting Efficient
Review for Modern
Infrastructure Today
Act ("PERMIT" Act)

Introduced to House and Referred
to House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure
11 Jun 2025. Referred to
Subcommittee on Water
Resources and Environment 13
Jun 2025. Subcommittee
discharged and Committee
Consideration and Mark-up 25 Jun
2025. Ordered to be reported
(Amended) by Yeas and Nays: 34-

The language excludes from the definition of "navigable waters"
under the CWA: "Any area that...at least once in the immediately
preceding five years has been used for, or in support of,
agricultural purposes, including grazing...and has not reverted to
wetlands."

This could exclude just about all western waters from
regulation under the CWA, which allows streams to be listed as
404 streams, which impact grazing assessments when they are
impaired.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3369/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3421/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3433/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3898/text

30. Reported (Amended) by
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure H. Rep. 119-180.
Placed on Union Calendar 2 Jul
2025.

H.R. 4255
Rep. Gosar
(R-AZ-9)

12 cosponsors

Removing the Mexican
wolf from listing under
the Endangered Species
Act (which sponsor has
titled “Enhancing Safety
for Animals Act of
2025”)

Introduced to House and referred
to the Committee on Natural
Resources 30 June 2025. Referred
to the Subcommittee on Water,
Wildlife and Fisheries 29 August
2025. Subcommittee hearings held
3 September 2025.

Would remove Mexican wolf from listing under the
Endangered Species Act and prohibit the US Fish and Wildlife
Service from (in the future) taking into account the status of
the Mexican wolf in Mexico when considering whether to relist
or develop recovery plans.

H.R. 4422
Rep. Thanedar
(D-MI-13)

3 cosponsors

Don’t Feed the Bears Act
of 2025

Introduced to House and referred
to Committee on Ag and
Committee on Natural Resources
15 Jul 2025.

Would require the National Park Service and US Fish and Wildlife
Service to prohibit bear baiting under their regulations that prohibit
feeding wildlife. Would require the Bureau of Land Management
and the US Forest Service to promulgate regulations that prohibit
bear baiting on federal public land.

H.R. 4513
Rep. Maloy
(R-UT-2)

0 cosponsors

Amending the Federal
Land Policy and
Management Act of
1976 (“Resiliency for
Ranching and Natural
Conservation Health
Act”)

Introduced to House and referred
to Committee on Ag and
Committee on Natural Resources
17 July 2025.

Would allow Secretary to re-allocate a grazing permittee to a
vacant allotment no environmental review and with no end-
date to what the bill calls “temporary.” As grazing is allowed in
Wilderness, this would open up Wilderness to increased grazing.
Companion bill is S. 211.

H.R. 4877
Rep. Carbajal
(D-CA-24)
2 cosponsors

Central Coast Heritage
Protection Act

Introduced to House and referred
to the Committee on Natural
Resources 5 August 2025.

Designates approximately 250,000 acres of Wilderness. Has
buffer-zone language and makes exceptions for military
overflights and hydrologic/ meteorological/climatological
collection devices. Also incorporates bad wildlife practices
from House Report 101-405, including those that are
incompatible with the Wilderness Act.

H.R. 5171 Pacific Northwest Gray | Introduced to the House and Mandates Secretary of Interior to reissue the final 2020 rule

Rep. Bentz Wolves Relief Act of referred to the Committee on delisting the gray wolf for Oregon and Washington.

(R-OR-2) 2025 Natural Resources 8 September

1 cosponsor 2025.

H.R. 5785 Voluntary Grazing Permit | Introduced to the House and Allows grazing permittees, including those compensated to do so
Rep. Smith Retirement Act of 2025 referred to the House Committee through agreements with private third parties, to voluntarily waive
(D-WA-9) their permit or their portion of a shared permit to graze livestock on



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4255/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4422/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4513/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4877/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5171/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5785/text

1 cosponsor

on Natural Resources 17 Oct
2025.

public lands. The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior or
Secretary of Agriculture that receives the waiver to permanently
retire the grazing permit or the portion of the shared grazing permit
that has been waived.

SENATE

S. 140 Wildfire Prevention Act | Read twice and referred to the Directs Secretary of Agriculture to develop and submit to both
Sen. Barrasso of 2025 Committee on Energy and Natural | House and Senate natural resource committees a “strategy to
(R-WY) Resources 16 Jan 2025. analyze and identify opportunities to use livestock grazing as a

4 cosponsors

wildfire risk reduction tool.” Presuming grazing will lessen
wildfire activity is a scientifically unsound assumption. Grazing is
allowed in Wilderness, so Wilderness could be targeted for
increased grazing recommendations.

S.211 Amending the Federal Read twice and referred to the Would allow Secretary to re-allocate a grazing permittee to a

Sen. Barrasso Land Policy and Committee on Energy and Natural | vacant allotment with no environmental review and with no

(R-WY) Management Act of Resources 23 Jan 2025. end-date to what the bill calls “temporary.” As grazing is

6 cosponsors 1976 (“Resiliency for allowed in Wilderness, this could open up Wilderness to increased
Ranching and Natural grazing.
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Conservation Health Act”
or “RANCH Act”)

Companion bill is HR. 4513.

S.316

Sen. Lummis
(R-WY)

5 cosponsors

A bill to direct
Secretary of Interior to
remove Endangered
Species Act protection
for Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem population of
grizzly bears (“Grizzly
Bear State Management

Read twice and referred to
Committee on Public Works 29
Jan 2025.

Forces the Secretary of the Interior to reissue a 2017 regulation that
removes Endangered Species Act protection for grizzly bears in
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Population and prohibits
judicial review of delisting.

Companion bill is H.R. 281.

Act of 2025~
S. 365 A bill to allow Read twice and referred to Authorizes additional entities to complete maintenance on
Sen. Bennet additional entities to be | Committee on Energy and Natural | Bolts Ditch and Headgate in Holy Cross Wilderness.
(D-CO) eligible to complete Resources 3 February 2025. Companion bill is HR 1729.

1 cosponsor

maintenance on Bolts
Ditch and Bolts Ditch

Headgate within the

Holy Cross Wilderness
S. 681 Wyoming Public Lands | Read twice and referred to Designates five Wildernesses (ranging in size from
Sen. Barrasso Initiative Committee on Energy and Natural | approximately 1,000 to 6,000 acres), totaling a little over 20,000
(R-WY) Resources 20 Feb 2025. acres. Almost all proposed designations carve out roads from

1 cosponsor

Wilderness boundaries, including cherry stems into Wilderness
or roads bisecting Wilderness areas. Allows activities such as
potential logging up to proposed wilderness boundaries.
Companion bill is HR. 1472.

S. 764

Sen. Bennet
(D-CO)

1 cosponsor

Colorado Outdoor
Recreation and
Economy (CORE) Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 27 Feb 2025.

Proposes to designate over 71,000 acres of new Wildernesses or
Wilderness additions between the White River National Forest and
the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests.
One 8,036 Wilderness designation is delayed as potential
Wilderness because currently there are two vacant grazing
allotments. If the allotments are vacant when Wilderness is
designated, the Wilderness Act prohibits grazing. This bill
designates this 8,036-acre area as potential Wilderness for a
period before the Wilderness designation, giving the US Forest
Service an opportunity to intentionally reintroduce grazing; if
grazing exists upon Wilderness designation it becomes a
grandfathered activity. Also, a limited-time allowance of
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motorized equip/transport in potential Wilderness while setting
up grazing. Allows low level military overflights for all new
Wilderness acreage, and has buffer-zone language. Makes
exceptions for unnamed potentially incompatible local
government activities in Wilderness for fire and flood events.

Releases remainder of Dominguez Canyon and McKenna Peak
WSASs. Also removes 15.5 acres of potential wilderness in
Rocky Mtn Natl Park for the Trail River Ranch within the
Park. Companion bill is HR. 1728

S. 1005

Sen. Cortez
Masto
(D-NV)

0 cosponsors

Southern Nevada
Economic Development
and Conservation Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 12 Mar 2025.

Reintroduction from 118t Congress. Proposes additional acreage
to the Wildernesses designated in the 2002 Clark County
Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002
(Public Law 107-282, 116 Stat. 1999). In amending this law, the
wilderness administration provisions of the 2002 law would apply
to the Wilderness added by this bill. This means allowances for
military overflights, water guzzlers, water development
projects for wildlife, and state wildlife-management activities
like stream poisoning or collaring/transplanting wildlife, with
motorized vehicles and aircraft for those activities.

S. 1193
Sen. Durbin
(D-IL)
0 cosponsors

America’s Red Rocks
Wilderness Bill

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 27 Mar 2025.

Reintroduction from 118t Congress. Would designate
approximately 8 million acres of Wilderness in Utah. Companion
bill is HR. 2467.

S. 1195

Sen. Rosen
(D-NV)

0 cosponsors

Pershing County
Economic Development
and Conservation Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 27 Mar 2025.

Proposes to either add to or newly designate 136,072 acres of
Wilderness in Pershing County, NV. Bill has buffer zone
language and many weakening nonconforming provisions that
include special exceptions for the following: military
overflights, data-collection structures, guzzlers for wildlife, bad
wildlife practices from House Report 101-405, Appx B
(including helicoptering into Wilderness to capture and move
wildlife), and “temporary” telecommunication devices for law
enforcement in the Selenite Peake Wilderness.

S. 1198

Sen. Whitehouse

(D-RI)
8 cosponsors

Northern Rockies
Ecosystem Protection Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 27 Mar 2025.

Reintroduction of NREPA (S. 1531) from 118" Congress. Would
designate 20.6 million acres of Wilderness in ID, MT, OR, WA,
and WY. Designates 1,810 miles of wild and scenic rivers, 1.022
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million acres of wildland recovery areas, and 3.5 million acres of
biological connecting corridors. Clean Wilderness bill.
Companion bill is H.R. 2420.

S. 1319 Pecos Watershed Read twice and referred to the Reintroduction from 118™" Congress. Establishes the 11,599-acre
Sen. Heinrich Protection Act Committee on Energy and Natural | Thompson Peak Wilderness on Forest Service-administered land.
(D-NM) Resources 8 Apr 2025 Has buffer zone language, but otherwise clean bill.

1 cosponsor Companion bill is HR. 2727.

S. 1366 Boundary Waters Read twice and referred to the Withdraws federal lands and minerals in 225,504 acres of Rainy
Sen. Smith Wilderness Protection Committee on Agriculture, River watershed in the Superior National Forest (Minnesota) from
(D-MN) Act Nutrition, and Forestry 9 Apr mineral exploration and development, to protect Boundary Waters

1 cosponsor

2025.

Canoe Area Wilderness and Voyageurs National Park from mining
pollution.
Companion bill HR. 588.

S. 1462

Sen. Curtis
(R-UT)

3 cosponsors

Fix Our Forests Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry 10 Apr
2025. Hearings held 6 May 2025.
Reported favorably out of
Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry with
amendment in the nature of a
substitute and without a written
report 27 Oct 2025 and placed on
the general Senate calendar.

Directs Secretary of Agriculture to utilize livestock grazing to
reduce wildfire risk, a strategy not supported by science. This
direction includes allowing permittees to use vacant grazing
allotments during drought, wildfire, or other “natural disasters” that
disrupt grazing where permitted. The bill increases temporary
permits and increases grazing after fire for “restoration,” which is
also not supported by science. This bill would increase the
impacts of grazing on all federal lands, including Wilderness
and reduce the public’s tools to challenge unlawful activity.
Companion bill is HR. 471.

S. 1497

Sen. Heinrich
(D-NM)

1 cosponsor

To amend the Dingell
Conservation Act and
Establish the Cerro de
la Olla Wilderness,
among other things

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 10 Apr 2025.

Reintroduction of a bill from the 118t Congress proposing to
designate 12,295 acres as the Cerro de la Olla Wilderness. Would
allow nonconforming structures for purported wildlife
purposes, including guzzlers.

Companion bill is HR. 2944.

S. 1519 Arctic National Wildlife | Read twice and referred to the Reintroduction of the same bill from the 118" Congress, which
Sen. Markey Refuge as Wilderness Committee on Environment and would designate the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
(D-MA) Public Works 29 Apr 2025. Refuge in Alaska as Wilderness. Companion bill to H.R. 3067.
21 cosponsors

S. 1681 Shenandoah Mountain Read twice and referred to the Designates 33,817 acres Wilderness, either new Wilderness or
Sen. Kaine Act Committee on Agriculture, additions to existing Wilderness. Buffer zone language.
(D-VA) Nutrition, and Forestry 8 May

1 cosponsor

2025. Reported favorably out of
committee without amendment
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and without written report, and
placed on the Senate calendar 27
Oct 2025.

S. 1737 Wild Olympic Wilderness | Read twice and referred to the Designates approximately 126,554 acres of Wilderness. Creates

Sen. Murray and Wild and Scenic Committee on Energy and Natural | additional 5,346 acres of potential wilderness which will become

(D-WA) Rivers Act Resources 13 May 2025. Wilderness when nonconforming uses cease. Buffer zone
language. Companion bill is H.R. 3369.

S. 1791 Gunnison Outdoor Read twice and referred to the This bill designates special management areas, wildlife

Sen. Bennet Resources Protection Act | Committee on Natural Resources | conservation areas, and recreation areas in addition to designating

(D-CO) 15 May 2025. Wilderness. Adds new Wilderness or expands existing Wilderness

1 cosponsor

to about 122,900 acres in Colorado. The bill has a fire provision
that is similar to—but not the same as—what already exists in the
Wilderness Act, but the language probably does not expand the
Wilderness Act’s existing provision. Allows Secretary to
continue issuing and transferring special recreation permits of
motorized boats within the Gunnison Gorge Wilderness Area if
the use was established before the designation of the Gunnison
Gorge Wilderness. Releases WSAs and adds Wilderness to the
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993, which has buffer zone
language that would apply. Companion bill is HR. 3421.

S. 1942
Sen. Wyden
(D-OR)
1 cosponsor

Malheur Community
Empowerment for the
Owyhee Act

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources 4 June 2025.

Designates approximately 1,102,393 acres of Wilderness in
Malheur County, OR. This is a reintroduction of a bill from the
118" Congress. The bill still contains bad wildlife provisions
that would allow nonconforming Wilderness activities like
stream poisoning or helicoptering into Wilderness to chase,
collar, and transplant, remove, or otherwise manipulate
wildlife, among other things. Releases WSAs.

S. 2548 Shawnee National Forest | Read twice and referred to the Designates 750 acres as Camp Hutchins Wilderness, and
Sen. Durbin Conservation Act of 2025 | Committee on Agriculture 30 July | designates other non-wilderness special management areas.
(D-IL) 2025. Reported favorably by the
1 cosponsor Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry without
written report and placed on
Senate calendar 27 Oct 2025.
S. 2967 Border Lands Introduced and referred to Senate | Amends the Wilderness Act to allow constructing and
Sen. Lee Conservation Act Committee on Energy and Natural | maintaining roads and other structures in Wilderness; would
(R-UT) Resources 2 Oct 2025. allow tactical structure and technology; and would allow

8 cosponsors

motorized equipment, motor vehicles, and motorboats to access
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the structures, installations, and roads the bill permits in
Wilderness. Along the southern and northern borders, bill
would additionally allow logging along installed roads in
Wilderness. While the bill focuses on the southern and northern
borders, there are no geographic limits to the provision amending
the Wilderness Act, which creates a categorical exemption for the
Department of Homeland Security to conduct such activities
anywhere in the entire National Wilderness Preservation System.

Substantial overlap with H.R. 1820, including the provision that
amends the Wilderness Act. .
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