
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

MISSOULA DIVISION 

WILDERNESS WATCH, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

UNITED STATES FOREST 
SERVICE, 

Defendant. 

CV 23-133-M-DWM 

Al\.1ENDED 
ORDER 

Plaintiff Wilderness Watch has brought a Wilderness Act challenge to the 

United States Forest Service's ( the " Forest Service") authorization of the Buffalo 

Creek Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout Conservation Project (the "Buffalo Creek 

Project" or the "Project") in the Custer Gallatin National Forest and Absaroka­

Beartooth Wilderness. That Project authorizes the agency to use mechanized and 

motorized means to apply poison to 45 .5 wilderness stream miles to eradicate 

rainbow trout and replace them with Yellowstone cutthroat trout. See AR002669. 

Wilderness Watch argues that the Project "unlawfully elevates managers' desired 

outcomes above the Wilderness Act's 'untrammeled' mandate" by authorizing "a 

stunning amount of intensive motorized and mechanical intrusions and other 

prohibited activities into the Wilderness ... to poison miles of streams and 

wetlands in a remote watershed." (Doc. 34 at 5.) Wilderness Watch is correct. 
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