Mr. Richard Voss





September 5, 2000

Refuge Manager

Arctic NWR

101 12th Ave. Rm 236

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Dear Mr. Richard Voss,


I went to the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge expecting to record the  natural sounds surrounding the Marsh Fork and the Canning river.  When the weather was bad on the Marsh Fork, my microphone and I had a lovely time.  The same cannot be said on the days when the sun was out.  Then the audio environment degenerated to a din similar to that of Merrill Field in Anchorage, but instead of take-offs and landings, I listened to the same plane flying back and forth spotting sheep.  “Annoying” does not even come close.


I and my companions (two from New York) spent thousands of dollars for ten days in this otherwise magnificent stretch of public interest land.  To have the experience cheapened by excessive air-traffic made me feel I had been taken in by some cheap con.


First let me say that I am not opposed to hunting or to air access to the back-country.  My grandparents stocked the larder of their Montana ranch with game and I enjoy my moose and caribou like any Alaskan.  It was also an airplane that delivered me and my companions to the put-in on the Marsh Fork and picked us up on the Arctic plain when our trip ended.  But I was surprised to see aircraft being used to spot animals in the wildlife refuge.  I was even more surprised to discover that this was not an aberration, but permitted under existing regulations.


What kind of refuge for wildlife does this regulation provide?  Is this even a fair-chase hunt?  Is it only obvious to me that hunters in a refuge should protect the quality of the hunt and abide by basic fair-chase standards?  No.  On the contrary, I think most members of the general public would be appalled, if they knew about the use of aircraft for spotting game in the refuge, once they got over the surprise that hunting was even allowed on a wildlife refuge.


They would agree with me that regulations need to be changed.  I think flying in and establishing a spike camp should be permitted, but aerial spotting should not.  Any reputable guide should be able to market a fair-chase hunt in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge without too much effort, and maybe even increase the bottom line by eliminating the added expense of those additional air-miles spent spotting game.  I know for a fact that at least one guide offers only fair chase hunts.


There is no question aerial spotting harasses animals.  Even in my limited experience, I saw a lot more sheep and other animals when planes weren't flying.  I suggest that hunters who assert that the animals are not bothered by spotting planes be required to try to take their shots while a plane is buzzing their game, though I guess you'd have to find a way to bar herding.


As someone who spends much of her life sampling the environment through a microphone, I know that the audio environment is one of the most fragile aspects of a wild place.  The reason is simple.  Humans and our machines are noisy.  We change the place when we enter it.  We can't help ourselves.  But there are ways to minimize the impact.


As regulators you need to guard ALL the wild-qualities of the places under your jurisdiction.  That means keeping the noise down.  Doing so will increase the quality of the places for all those who use them.


In the case of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, where, though growing, usage is still relatively low, I advocate taking some common sense measures now to establish guidelines for the future.  The first step should be restoring the quality of the hunt in the refuge by crafting regulations to eliminate the use of aircraft to spot game.

Respectfully,

Johanna Eurich

3503 Dorbrandt

Anchorage, AK 99503
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